
The Poetry Society is pleased to announce a packed calendar of events and exhibitions this summer. Ranging from a series of
poetry readings with winners of the National Poetry Competition to the Poetry Society Annual Lecture with Carolyn Forché;
from a stop off in Antwerp with a showing of NPC filmpoems in June to a Psychoanalytical Poetry Festival event at the Freud
Museum in September – there’s something poetic from the Poetry Society for everyone this summer.

EVENTS
JUNE
Filmpoem at the Felix Festival of Poetry
Felix Pakhuis, Antwerp, Belgium. Saturday 14 June
All ten of the National Poetry Competition poetry films, made by Filmpoem in association with the Poetry Society, will be
shown at the festival. filmpoem.com 

One Hundred Years of New Poetry in China at the Poetry Café
22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX. Wednesday 18 June, 6pm
Visiting poets from China will read their poems and discuss the poetry scene in China. Featuring Jiang Tao and Ming Di.
Organised in association with Oxford Brookes University, and introduced by Jenny Wong.
www.poetrysociety.org.uk/events/event/2696/

The Poetry Society and the Museum of Water at Somerset House
Strand, London WC2R 1LA. Saturday 21 June
Come and hear canal laureate Jo Bell read as part of a spoken word programme curated by Penned in the Margins, 12-6pm.
The Sip. Receive a ‘sip’ of Cranmere Pool from Alice Oswald on midsummer’s day. Roman Baths area at Kings College.
www.somersethouse.org.uk

The Poetry Review summer issue launch at Keats House. 
10 Keats Grove, London NW3 2RR. Wednesday 24 June, 6.30-9.30pm. Free, but RSVP.
Featuring readings from contributors to the latest issue – Simon Armitage, Sarah Howe and Seán Hewitt – and hosted by
editor Maurice Riordan. Tickets are free but must be reserved in advance. Email rdonaldson@poetrysociety.org.uk quoting
PR14 to book your place.

For further information
Telephone Robyn Donaldson
on 020 7420 9886 or email
rdonaldson@poetrysociety.org.uk
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Detail from ‘Trumpet’ by Thomas Hogan, from the Poetry Café exhibition 
‘Drawn to Poetry - A Visual Response’, showing 16 June - 16 August.



I Carry Your Heart With Me, a poetry workshop for young poets at the Festival of Love
Level 4 Blue Bar, Royal Festival Hall, Belvedere Road, London SE1 8XX. Saturday 28 June, 2-3pm. Free.
A poetry workshop for 14-18 year olds, organised by the Poetry Society’s Young Poets Network. Come along and reinvent the
love poem with poet Hannah Jane Walker.
www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whatson/festivals-series/festival-of-love

JULY
Poetry Society events at Ledbury Poetry Festival
Ledbury, 4-13 July

Foyle Young Poets Award:  Five Years of Winners.
Baptist Church Hall, High Street, Ledbury HR8 1BZ. Sunday 6 July, 12pm. Free, but must be booked in advance.
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is the key award for young poets aged 11-17 with over 7,000 poets submitting to
the 2013 competition from all over the globe. This reading brings together winners from the last five years– Phoebe
Power, Hattie Grunewald, Philip Coales, Phoebe Walker and Ledbury’s own Young Poet in Residence, Dom Hale –  to
perform their latest work.

National Poetry Competition Winners. 
Burgage Hall, Church Lane, Ledbury HR8 1DW. Friday 11 July, 12:45pm. Free, but must be booked in advance.
Join three of this year’s top winners: Elaine Gaston, Josephine Abbott and first prize winner, Linda France as they read
their award-winning poems chosen from over 12,000 anonymous entries from 77 countries around the world. 
www.poetry-festival.co.uk. Box Office:  0845 458 1743

The Emotion of Colour – a poetry workshop with George Szirtes
National Gallery, Trafalgar Square, London WC2N 5DN. Saturday 5 July, 10am-5pm.
Take inspiration from the ‘Making Colour’ exhibition and explore the strong emotional symbolism of certain colours at this
poetry workshop with George Szirtes at the National Gallery. Tickets are £50/£40 and include entrance to the 'Making Colour'
exhibition. www.nationalgallery.org.uk 

Poetry Society events at the Poetry International Festival
Southbank Centre, Belvedere Road, London SE1 8XX. 17-21 July.

Poetry for secondary school pupils. The Clore Ballroom, Friday 18 July, 1pm. Free.
Spoken-word artist Joelle Taylor introduces an afternoon of young poetry collectives and international poets. For
secondary school-aged pupils. Past winners of SLAMbassadors UK, a national young people's spoken-word championship
run by the Poetry Society, take to the stage..

Creativity and Climate Change – World Premiere of the SWITCH Poetry Scores. Saturday 19 July. The Clore Ballroom,
1.30pm. Free.
Cape Farewell’s poet-in-residence Sabrina Mahfouz will introduce this world premiere of four unique poetry soundscapes
– an exciting collaboration between four Young Poets Network poets and the Hollywood Composer David Julyan.

Filmpoem, the UK premiere of poetry films made from the ten National Poetry Competition winning poems. Saturday 19
July. The Clore Ballroom, 6.30pm. Free.
Presented by Filmpoem in collaboration with Felix Poetry Festival and in association with The Poetry Society. The event is
hosted by Alastair Cook, Director of Filmpoem, and Judith Palmer, Director of the Poetry Society.

National Poetry Competition winners read their poems, with winners including Linda France and Tom Warner. Level 5
Function Room, Sunday 20 July, 2pm. £8.
www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whatson/festivals-series/poetry-international 

For further information
Telephone Robyn Donaldson
on 020 7420 9886 or email
rdonaldson@poetrysociety.org.uk
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The Poetry Society Annual Lecture, ‘The Poet as Witness’ with Carolyn Forché
London Event, Purcell Room, Southbank Centre, Belvedere Road, London SE1 8XX. Sunday 20 July, 5.15pm. £10.
Carolyn Forché explores how poets have been shaped by extreme events. From William Blake, caught up in the Gordon
Riots, to Emily Dickinson living through the American Civil War, or Thom Gunn watching his friends die of AIDS, what has
been the impact of being an eye-witness to suffering? Using the work of John MacRae and Isaac Rosenberg who fought
on the battlefields of World War I, to dissidents who lived with surveillance, internment and exile – such as Akmatova and
Mandelstam, American poet Forché examines poems composed at the limits of human endurance.

Liverpool Event, Abercromby Square, University of Liverpool, Friday 25 July. Free.
How do poets engage with war in the twenty-first century? As part of the University of Liverpool's Festival of Ideas
commemoration of World War I, the School of English hosts three modern poets who have written about war and their
own experiences of conflict. The activist and award-winning poet Carolyn Forché will be joined by Iraq Veteran, memoirist
and esteemed poet Brian Turner and the Russian-American poet Ilya Kaminsky. This event brings together three American
poets in a rare reading in the UK, followed by a Q&A discussion of modern war, poetry and witness. 

SEPTEMBER
Winchester Poetry Festival main reading
Winchester Discovery Centre, Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8SB. Saturday 13 September, 8-9.30pm.
Michael Longley, Julia Copus and David Constantine present an evening of poetry that squares up to contemporary life. In
association with the Poetry Society. Tickets are £10/£8 concessions. www.winchesterpoetryfestival.org 

Memory and Memorialisation at the Psychoanalytical Poetry Festival at the Freud Museum
20 Maresfield Gardens, London NW3 5SX. Saturday 27 September, 9am-5pm.
Marking the centenary of the First World War, this all-day event examines ideas of memory and memorialisation and brings
together leading speakers from the worlds of poetry and psychoanalysis. Readings, talks and in conversations from poets
including Deryn Rees Jones, Denise Riley, Sam Willetts, David Constantine, Dr Stephen Wilson. www.freud.org.uk 

EXHIBITIONS
At the Poetry Café, 22 Betterton Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9BX.
Pharmapoetica: a dispensary of poetry
Until 14 June
A collaboration between poet Chris McCabe and artist and herbalist Maria Vlotides, in which the alchemical and
transformative processes of language and its meaning through poetry are mirrored by the alchemical and transformative
process of plants into medicinal drugs.

Drawn to Poetry – a Visual Response
16 June – 16 August
An exhibition of drawings  by artist Thomas Hogan produced at speed, with an eye to economy and spontaneity, at poetry
events organised by the Poetry Society, the Poetry School, Apples and Snakes and others. They feature some recognisable
figures from the contemporary poetry scene. 

– ENDS –

For further information about any of the events listed, contact Robyn Donaldson on 020 7420 9886 
or email rdonaldson@poetrysociety.org.uk 

For further information
Telephone Robyn Donaldson
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Notes to Editors:

THE POETRY SOCIETY 
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of Britain’s
most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and commissioning programmes
and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. It publishes the magazine The Poetry
Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK.
www.poetrysociety.org.uk

THE POETR Y CAFÉ
The Poetry Café (The Poetry Place) is Covent Garden's most congenial literary joint. Serving delicious vegetarian cuisine at lunchtime, and coffee and pastries
throughout the afternoon, in the evening the atmosphere is busy and vibrant, with poetry readings almost every night. Exhibitions run regularly at the café,
and have included shows such as ‘Pharmapoetica’, which was shortlisted for the Ted Hughes ward for New Work in Poetry,  ‘Where We Begin to Look’, with Zoe
Benbow and Sarah Corbett and ‘Caricatures’ by Gerald Mangan, some of which have gone on to tour at festivals and venues around the country. Visit the cafe
at 22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX. www.poetrysociety.org.uk/cafe

For further information
Telephone Robyn Donaldson
on 020 7420 9886 or email
rdonaldson@poetrysociety.org.uk
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